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1530 Antonio de Silveira and in 1538 Diego de Silveira
harried tlie whole seacoast from Bandra to Surat, taking
no less than four thousand captives, whom they made to
work at the churches and convents of Goa. To prevent a
recurrence of this piracy, Malik Tokan, a Guzarat officer,
built a strong fortress at the mouth of the Ulhas river
close to the little village of Vasai. As soon as the Portu-
guese heard of the new fortress, they determined to destroy
it. A Portuguese general, Nuno de Cunho, stormed it and
razed it to the ground. But a new enemy now threatened
Bahadur Shah. The daring and restless Humayun was
about to invade Guzarat. Bahadur Shah begged the
Portuguese to become his allies. As the price of their
friendship, he offered them Bombay and Mahim, Diu,
Daman, Chaul and Vasai. The Portuguese readily accepted
the generous offer and gave Bahadur Shah such valuable
aid, that in 1535 Humayun retreated to Delhi. The
Portuguese next set themselves to the task of exploiting
their acquisitions. Ghaul and Diu they converted into
strong fortresses. Daman became a thriving port. But
on Vasai they bestowed special favour, Although a small
village, the Hindus prized it as a seat of the worship of
the god Shiva, who had an ancient temple on Tungar hill
(to the east of the Bombay and Baroda railway). Its
foundation had been the outcome of a struggle between
the god and the demons', A body of evil spirits led by
one Vimala had been harassing the Brahmans, who lived
to the east of the Sahyadris, which then still marked the
limits of the Arabian Sea. The Brahmans called to their
aid Parasu Rama, or Rama with the axe, who hunted into
the sea Vimala and his confederates. As he ran away,
Vimala took on his head one of the spurs of the Sahyadris.
Planting it in the sea, he gave it the name of "Tungar",
which in the Sanskrit tongue means "Hill". He had, how-
ever, learnt wisdom from his defeat and on Tungar hill he
so propitiated by his penances and his adoration the god
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